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German East and German West), and are held under a
" mandate " from the League of Nations, which calls for
reports on their government and progress. In accepting the
mandate for Palestine, taken from the Turks after its con- Palestine
quest by Great Britain, we involved ourselves in much
trouble. We promised to give the Jews a " national home "
there, and accordingly many Jews emigrated, especially after
the Nazi persecution started in Germany and Austria. But
Palestine had its Arab inhabitants, who bitterly resented
these entrants, and as a result, trouble between Jew and
Arab led the Arabs to revolt against the British. The problem
of reconciling the two claims has been extremely difficult,
and the warfare and bloodshed involved led to much
bitterness. It was not found possible to give self-government
to a country so divided, and Great Britain incurred a great
deal of ~blame and hostility.1

The mandate system led to trouble in another direction.
During the war Lawrence of Arabia had devoted himself to Arab
stirring up the Arab " Revolt in the Desert" against the states
Turks.    He had succeeded marvellously, and he believed
that as a result an independent Arab State could be formed
to include Syria and Mesopotamia ('Iraq).    The French,
however, were given a mandate for Syria, and they drove
out Lawrence's friend Feisal from Damascus.2   In compen-
sation, Great Britain made him King of 'Iraq, which was
ultimately recognized as an independent State (1932).

One other Eastern State also achieved independence.
Egypt had been a British Protectorate, but after the war Egypt
Britain realized that Egyptians would no longer tolerate this
control. She withdrew the protectorate, and Egypt was
recognized as an independent sovereign State (1922). Yet, as
the Suez Canal is vital to British commerce and forms her
connecting link with India, Britain retained control of the

1The great pipe-line bringing oil from 'Iraq runs out to Palestine, and the
question of its control leads to further difficulty.

8 Lawrence's bitter disappointment led to his withdrawing from public life.